Hartshill Quaker Meeting House- Information for potential applicants for resident Friend post
The General Aspect

The meeting house was built in 1972 on the site of the old school. It has a good open frontage mainly set to grass and with access up a sloping drive to the right. There is off road parking for about 10 or 12 cars. The front door is central and under an entrance canopy. There are ramps on all steps. 
To the rear are two areas of lawn. The southern one is accessible through double metal gates and gives rear access alongside the school rooms and features a commemorative rose bed. The other is on the north east corner via a passage to the rear of the meeting house. Both can be accessed from the foyer. Off the car park is a lockup garage.

The Meeting House Building

There is a front entrance lobby into a wide foyer with toilets off to the right (including a newly added fully accessible toilet) and a servery kitchen at the far end with counter into the foyer and rear access. Off the kitchen is a small walk-in in pantry and also a door leading to a rear storage area. This storage area is also a passage across the back of the property and has a glazed roof and referred to as the conservatory. On either side of the serving hatch are windows and doors to the rear gardens.
To the left and parallel to the road is the meeting room with a stage and designed to accommodate the evening programmed meeting as well as the un-programmed morning meeting. The partition can be removed to allow the meeting room to expand into the foyer. 

Off the entrance foyer, to the right, is a door leading into the school room passage and two school rooms with a folding room divider. One of which has a sink behind a sliding cupboard door. There are French windows to the right hand rear garden.

The life of Hartshill Local Quaker Meeting

Hartshill Meeting is a thriving and growing rural worship community. We have 8 members and over 20 attenders who attend meetings for worship in both the silent and programmed traditions. Sunday morning meeting is in the silent tradition and usually has an attendance of 10-15 Friends. The weekly Sunday evening meeting is in the programmed tradition with hymns, prayers and a visiting speaker, this has a small number of attenders but includes those who would call themselves ‘Friends’ and other local people who have been connected to the meeting for a long time. The programmed meeting is rooted in the mission tradition
 which started at the beginning of the 20th century and whose aim was to involve local people who were not Quakers within the life of the meeting. Our children’s meeting is growing and the children and parents play an important part in the life of the meeting, some of whom are Quakers and others who come from the local community.

Hartshill has a strong Quaker heritage too. We are the closest meeting to Fenny Drayton, the birthplace of George Fox, and there have been Quakers in the village since the 1750s. To record and celebrate this history, we plan to develop what we can offer during heritage events at the meeting house. As part of this project, we already have leaflets describing some interesting local walks, and a website (www.1624country.org.uk) that give more about our heritage. We welcome groups of local people, Friends and schools to the meeting house to learn more about the history and to join us on guided walks.

Each week we hold different activities along with our meeting for worship on Sundays such as spiritual workshops, Friendly Bible study, craft breakfasts and shared lunches. Other events at the meeting include regular coffee mornings, quizzes, fairs and jumble sales along with workshops. 
Hartshill is also developing its commitment to sustainability and Fairtrade including through development of the meeting house gardens and our choice of products used at meeting. 

The Flat

This has a separate entrance and is above the School rooms. It comprises two large similar sized rooms and one smaller. Past users have used one as a bedroom, one as lounge and the third as either a second bedroom or as a ‘bed sitter for an adult son’ or as a dining room/ studio. The fitted kitchen also has a utility end for washing machines and fridge/freezer etc. The bathroom has bath and electric shower. There is an internal communicating door to the main building. The flat has been fully redecorated and refurbished with modern gas fired central heating. The flat is complete with basic furnishings and appliances.  Pets are not allowed in the flat.  
Recent and proposed improvements

Prompted by a quinquenial inspection and some other matters including an increase in the numbers and the enthusiasm among those attending, a programme of improvements was commenced and an appeal to all meetings was launched in March 2012. The leaflet and other related items are on the www.1624country.org.uk website. To date (August 2013) we have completed the new disabled toilet, new high windows, new foyer windows, cavity wall insulation and replaced, with insulation, the large flat roof plus a lot of repainting and general repairs. We are currently adding a more accessible front entrance porch and will hopefully soon have finished the improvements. 

The display presenting the meeting’s history and connections to early Quakerism
 and especially with Nathaniel Newton, a local benefactor who lived in Hartshill and a contemporary of George Fox, who was born in the next village, continues to be developed.

Updated August 2013
� See leaflet No 6 on the BYM programmed meeting tradition on the 1624 Country website


�  See various historical based walks and documents on the 1624 Country website





