
Take the road beside Lloyds bank and you
com

e to F
ords H

ospital [12] a half tim
bered

group of alm
s houses arranged around a

square. R
eturn the sam

e w
ay to B

roadgate.

To the left side of B
roadgate is the parish

church H
oly Trinity [13] w

here G
eorge F

ox
‘heckled’ in 1646. C

ontinue on the right site to
the m

arket cross [14]. (Well the rebuilt m
arket

cross the original built in 1421 w
as destroyed

in 1745 and this one m
ade to the original

design in the 1970’s).
In front are the new

 [15] and old cathedrals
[14]. F

or the paym
ent of a sm

all char
ge you

can clim
b the spire.

To the right of the old cathedral is S
t M

ary’s
H

all [17] a m
edieval hall used for city

functions (it m
ay be open). 

To the right of it is
C

astle yard. It is here that it is believed som
e

early F
riends w

ere im
prisoned in the castle

dungeons in 1649. 
T

he room
 below

 the hall is
used by the C

oventry F
reem

en. 
To be eligible

you need to have served an apprenticeship
w

ithin the city. C
ontinue dow

n B
ailey Lane

past the D
raper’s H

all [18] – one of the old city
guilds. A

nd turn left dow
n P

riory R
oad. 

A
t the

bottom
 turn left at P

ool M
eadow

 [19] bus
station the pool now

 filled in.

C
ontinue to M

illennium
 place w

ith it ‘World
C

lock’ and great w
ing artw

ork com
m

em
orating

the w
ork of F

rank W
hittle the inventor of the

jet engine in front of the transport m
useum

.
To your right is the bricked up H

ale S
treet gate

[20] and proceed up Lady H
erbert’

s G
arden

[21] beside the city w
all. At the top is C

ook
Street G

ate [22].
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O
pposite is F

oleshill R
oad [23] w

hich is the
road to F

enny D
rayton. F

rom
 G

eor
ge F

oxes
journal it w

as ‘as he w
as approaching

C
oventry’ in the beginning of 1646 presum

ably
along this road that he had the vision that there
w

as ‘som
ething of G

od in every m
an’.

K
eeping w

ithin the ring road w
alk along 

Tow
er

Street and Lam
b Street. T

he city w
all can be

seen on the right and then further along behind
the S

alvation Arm
y hall on the left.

C
ontinue across the road and that leads

tow
ards H

ill Street and the M
eeting H

ouse.

N
otes: In a city w

ith w
ell over one thousand

years of  history there is a lot that has not been
covered for exam

ple; C
oventry B

lue cloth, its
w

eaving and dyeing, the w
ay that the technical

and engineering expertise of the m
ill-w

rights
m

aking and m
aintaining the loom

s w
hich

expanded into ribbon m
aking and Jacquard

loom
 use, w

atch-m
aking and jew

ellery
. A

ll
m

aking C
oventry the hom

e of high volum
e car

m
anufacture. S

om
e of these trades still

continue J&
J C

ash is w
orld fam

ous for its
w

oven labels and one of the founding brothers
is buried in the M

eeting house grounds.

P
lease visit the w

ebsite for other w
alks in 1624

C
ountry, the area w

here Q
uakerism

 w
as conceived.

A
G

eo
rg

e F
o

x
w

alk around
C

oventry

Vicar L
ane M

eeting H
ouse built 1698

A
 w

alk around the centre of
C

oventry visiting places of
historic interest and w

ith a special
focus on G

eorge F
ox and the

early Q
uakers and buildings that

he w
ould have seen.

T
he w

alk can be done in any order but
for sim

plicity the start is at the current
F

riends M
eeting H

ouse in H
ill Street.



T
his is a w

alk around the centre of C
oventry

visiting place of historic interest and w
ith

especial interest in G
eor
ge F

ox and the early
Q

uakers.

T
he w

alk can be done in any order but for
sim

plicity the start is at the current F
riends

M
eeting house in H

ill Street. [1]
T

he aim
 is to show

 som
e of the city that

G
eorge F

ox w
ould have know

n. 
T

his w
alk

roughly follow
s the old city w

all for m
uch of it

length.

T
he m

eeting house site w
as bought in 1668 as

a burial ground, just outside the city w
all, and

on it w
as a barn w

hich w
as used as a m

eeting
house until the new

 one in 
V

icars Lane w
as

built in 1704.
A

t the tim
e of G

eorge F
ox the founder of the

R
eligious S

ociety of F
riends born in July 1624

(died 1691). C
oventry w

as then a fine
m

edieval city although the w
alls w

ere pulled
dow

n by O
liver C

rom
w

ell’s troops during the
C

ivil W
ar (1649-1660) to prevent it regaining a

defensive role (w
hen his troops w

ere ‘sent to
C

oventry’). S
ince then there have been m

any
w

aves of developm
ent so m

uch of that fine city
has been destroyed this has even continued up
to the present day so m

uch of its industrial
heritage has also gone.

Stand at the front of the m
eeting house and

across the road are som
e 18 century restored

houses [2]. They have one of the m
any black

plaques giving their history. H
ill S

treet w
as one

of the m
ain roads out of the city and as you

w
ill note on a hill. U

p hill it is cut across by

the post w
ar inner ring road. G

oing dow
n the

road H
ill Street gate is m

arked by the cobbles
[3] (plaque adjacent) to the left is the tow

n
W

all P
ub [4] and one of the oldest in the city

and w
as  in a road facing the inside of the

W
all. F

urther dow
n is B

onds H
ospital [5]. S

till
used as alm

s houses. 
T

he roadside
building is offices, a fine exam

ple of
T

utor dom
estic architecture. 

Y
ou can

enter the yard to see the other
side.

C
ontinue dow

n and on the corner is S
t John’s

C
hurch [6] (it m

ay be open for visitors) w
hich

w
ould have been alm

ost as G
eor
ge F

ox knew
it. C

ontinue round the right and beyond it is
som

e of the original city w
all as part of the

building. A
cross the road are som

e restored
half tim

bered shops [7] and in front a restored
section of w

all. (You w
ill return to this point.)

F
ollow

 the right-hand kerb into Low
er

H
olyhead R

oad. P
art w

ay up on the right is the
old m

eeting house [8] built in 1898 and sold in
1939. It w

as built as a first day school and its
rear boundary is com

m
on w

ith the present
m

eeting house. Just beyond on the opposite
side are som

e of the ‘top shops’ w
here the top

floors w
ere used for w

atch-m
aking or jew

ellery
w

orkshops. At the end turn left and follow
 the

path by the ringroad to the top of S
pon S

treet.
H

ere is an inform
ation board about som

e of
C

oventrys restored buildings. C
ross under the

ring road w
here S

pon Street is nam
ed U

pper
S

pon street and in 100 yards on a corner is
B

lack S
w

an Terrace. These w
ooden fram

ed
houses w

ere built in 1455 and one, the
W

eavers H
ouse, is restored to 16th C

entury
condition.  R

eturn and under the road and
w

alk dow
n S

pon Street [9] here are m
any

interesting original and restored buildings
m

any w
ith explanatory plaques. 

A
t the

bottom
 turn right in front of the restored w

all
and shops and cross the road into the low

er
precinct and w

alk straight up thought shops to
the central ‘crossroads’. 

T
his w

hole area has
been rebuild and re-designed follow

ing the
W

artim
e B

litz.
Just beyond the centre w

as the location of
V

icar Lane [10] w
here the old m

eeting house
w

as, see front cover (sold about 1895).

C
ontinue straight up the P

recinct into
B

roadgate w
here there is a statue of Lady

G
odiva the great heroine of C

oventry
. O

n the
right is the G

odiva C
lock [11]. If you are there

on the hour w
hen it chim

es you w
ill see her

parade on her horse and be observed by
P

eeping Tom
.


